
Cambodia – June 2015 
 
Day 9 – Tuesday 9 June 
 
Today we had another two school openings, this time Prasath 
Primary School and Kouk Prech Primary School, with the 
celebration being held at the Prasath Primary School.  Prasath 
School is a little different to the other schools.  Due to the fact 
that they had limited land to work with, the only way they could 
fit four classrooms in was to make the buildings an ‘L’ shape.  
This means that there is a ‘covered walkway’ between two of 
the classrooms, which creates a lovely breezeway and has 
given Samaritan’s Purse Cambodia staff the idea to create a 
‘common area’ in future schools, giving the students and staff 
an undercover area for wet weather, which will also create a 
cooler area in really hot weather. 
 
The ceremony again included a lot of speakers, with the Chief of Banteay Meanchey 
Provincial of Education the main speaker, and Ann Rohde speaking on behalf of the 
Samaritan’s Purse Australia & New Zealand team.  Our beautiful Cambodia dancers 
were again present to perform the welcome dance and all of our team were presented 
with scarves as we walked in behind the ‘official’ party.  There were also plenty of 
parents, community members, and of course beautiful school children present, excited 
about the idea that tomorrow they will be able to start using their new school buildings 
even though they’ve already started using their new playground equipment.  While we 
were there, a truck arrived with the last of the new desks to go in two of the classrooms, 
ready for school on Wednesday. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Once the official ceremony was over, ribbons cut, the ‘books of history’ signed and 
trees planted, it was time to head off to Siem Reap for our last night in Cambodia.  
We arrived in time for a latish lunch at the Blue Pumpkin, followed by a few R&R at 



our hotel before combating the heat and humidity to have dinner at the Red Piano 
(which does have a red piano upstairs – it just isn’t in working order!) and then a bit 
of shopping in the Night Markets. 
 
Day 10 – Wednesday 10 June 
 
Today is our final day in Cambodia, so you would think that we might get a sleep in. 
But no, instead we were up early to make the trip to Angkor Wat in Tuk Tuks.  Being 
the start of the wet season, the crowds at Angkor Wat weren’t anywhere near as bad 
as they’ve been when I’ve been in here in January and February. While some of the 
group chose to stay with the Tuk Tuks, and some of the group chose to walk inside 
and take a few photos, the majority of the group decided to brave the heat and take a 
tour through the temple.  By 9.00 am most of us had had enough of the heat and 
humidity and so two of the Tuk Tuk drivers took us back to the hotel.  Only a brave 
few stayede for the extended tour. 
 

 

 
 
In a few hours we will head off to the airport and begin the long journey home.  Thank 
you for sharing this experience with us.  
 
Blessings 
 

Margaret 


