
Cambodia – June 2015 
 
Day 8 – Monday 8 June 
 
Another early start today saw us check out of the hotel at 
5.45 am for the just over 2 hour drive to Bos Thom School, 
where we would participate in the official opening of the 
new school buildings for both Bos Thom School and Srah 
Plous School.  Most of the people on this trip have given in 
some way to the building of this school and so it holds a 
special place in most of our hearts.  Along the way we 
stopped to purchase ice and got to see the ice grater 
machine in action.  Very interesting!  Once we reached the 
turn off from the main road, we transferred from our air 
conditioned 25 seater bus to five separate 4-wheel drive 
vehicles for the drive along a bumpy dirt road.  The road 
was much better the I remembered it, however, Wayne 
says this is due to the fact that they are getting the roads 
ready for the wet season so it had recently been graded. 
 
Along the way we passed a group of school children from another school who were 
on their way to Bos Thom to share in the celebration.  The school bus was simply a 
rice tractor with the flatbed trailer attached, which is where the children sat. When we 
arrived at the school, most of the children and parents had already arrived.  We were 
required to arrive before 8.00 am so that we could be in place before the Governor of 
Bantey Meanchey Province.  This was definitely a big deal for the principal, the 
school, the teachers and the community of Bos Thom as the Governor would not 
normally attend the official opening.   
 
This is definitely a tale of before…… 
 

 
 
……and after! 
 

 
 



A very proud school principal posed for photographs in front of the dedication plaque 
and showed off the new tablets and teaching toolkits which are being trialled in Bos 
Thom for a program called We Can Read, We Can Write. 
 

 
 
Of course the ceremony itself was filled with speeches from representatives of the 
district government, the Samaritan’s Purse Cambodia Director and a representative 
from our team.  On this occasion it was David Fyfe, CEO of Australian Christian 
Colleges, who spoke on behalf of the team, as well as the traditional Cambodian 
dance performance. Finishing off with the presentation of medals to Samaritan’s 
Purse representatives and backpacks and uniforms to a number of students 
representing their classmates. 
 

 

 
 
There is a company in the USA which provides playground equipment free of charge 
to third world countries.  In this instance, they donated five sets of playground 
equipment for schools in Cambodia.  They pay all the shipping costs to get the 
equipment to Cambodia and then pay all of the instalment charges.  Bos Thom was 
one of the five recipients of this playground equipment and the children have been 
taking full advantage of it, with some children getting to school at 6.00 am to have an 
hour on the equipment before classes start at 7.00 am.  Some of the younger 
children have also been telling their teachers that they have a stomach ache so that 
they teacher will release them from class to go home.  However, instead of going 
home, they go outside to the play equipment.  



 
 
The community members have rallied behind all of the work that has been done at 
Bos Thom and have given from the meagre incomes to help make the school a better 
place for their children to be.  A new school entrance has been built, trees have been 
planted throughout the grounds and gardens have been planted in front of the new 
school building. 

 
 
Then of course there were the children, parents and community members who came 
to celebrate with us…. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Lunch today was provided by the community and after lunch we were show the 
materials that are being used for the We Can Read, We Can Write program. 
 

 
 
It was finally time to drive to Sisopon to check in to our hotel for the night.  On the 
way, David & Peter decided they were still hungry so we stopped off to buy then an 
afternoon snack….crickets and beetles! And YES, they ate them! 
 

 
 
Blessings 
 

Margaret 


