
Cambodia – June 2015 
 
Day 4 – Thursday 4 June 
 
I’m not sure if I’m getting used to the early starts or not, but today was another early 
one.  This time we left our hotel at 5.45 am to head to the official opening of a new 
Maternity Ward, almost 2 hours away – the ceremony was due to start at 8.00 am. 
 
Yesterday afternoon when we visited the Maternity Ward which had been in 
operation for over 2 years, there was not a pregnant lady insight.  We were told the 
week before there had been 5 babies born the day Sophoin visited.  However, today 
more than made up for yesterday’s lack of babies and expectant mothers. 
 
When we arrived, we were taken straight to the new ‘waiting room’ where we were 
introduced to a beautiful little baby girl who was less than a day old.  Apparently she 
was unable to wait for the Maternity Ward to be officially opened.  I had the privilege 
of presenting the mother with a few items of baby clothes as well as a knitted and 
beanie that the cousin of one of our group members had knitted.  Once the ceremony 
started, there was an abundance of expectant mothers there to share the excitement 
of the staff in having these new facilities. 
 

 

 
 
From opening this brand new Maternity Ward, we took a drive to another Maternity 
Ward that needs rebuilding.  The current building is built below flood level and when 
the Mekong overflows, which it does to 2 months of every year, the building is unable 
to be used and all the equipment has to be moved elsewhere.  This may become a 
Samaritan’s Purse project at some point in the near future. 
 

 



After this we headed toward Kampong Thom, with a stop on the way for lunch and 
then after checking in to the hotel we had dinner at a restaurant by the river, along 
with the geckos. 
 
Day 5 – Friday 5 June 
 
What is it about Cambodia and early starts!  Although, today 
didn’t start as early as some, with a 6.45 am departure from the 
hotel to head back to the restaurant by the river for breakfast 
before departing on a 4-1/2 hour drive to Sisophon.  Lunch was 
at the Morning Star and included on our lunch menu was Frogs 
Legs, which I have to admit I declined.  I did, however, enjoy the 
Beef Curry, Chicken &Cashew and Pad Thai! 
 
After lunch we had another project visit.  This time to a village where Samaritan’s 
Purse is building and installing BioSand Water Filters.  For those of the team who 
were able to cope with the 35+ degree heat, there was an opportunity to help build 
seven of these water filters.  The rest of us helped out by offering encouragement 
and taking photographs.  The BioSand Water Filter costs $100 Australia dollars, 
which includes the products required to make the filter, along with training which is 
provided to show the recipients how to use and care for their water filter and follow 
up visits to ensure the water filter is being used correctly.  It if is not, then further 
training is provided.   
 
The recipients pay $5.00 toward the cost of a filter and have to come and collect the 
water filter as well as assist with installing it.  Samaritan’s Purse has found that by 
having a cost associated with the assistance we provide, the recipients are able to 
maintain some of their dignity due to the fact that they have paid for the items and 
they also take ownership because they have ‘bought’ the item.   
 
Each water filter has a number on it which is used to create a GPS location so that 
the filters can be tracked.  They are also painted blue as one lady told Samaritan’s 
Purse staff that the grey cement water filters were ugly and if she had to have it in 
her home she wanted it to look nice. When asked what colour she wanted her water 
filter to be, she chose blue, so now all Samaritan’s Purse BioSand Water Filters are 
painted blue.  Since my last visit in February 2014, they have also started painting a 
kangaroo on the side of all the water filters which are provided by Samaritan’s Purse 
Ausralia & New Zealand. 
 

 
 



We finished the day by driving to Poipet, checking in to our hotel, relaxing over dinner 
at Chillax, and the first Western food we had eaten since leaving Australia!   After 
dinner we headed back to the hotel for an early night in preparation for, you guessed 
it, another early start. 
 
Day 6 – Saturday 6 June 
 
Today was definitely worth the early start.  Breakfast was at 6.00 am and we were 
ready to leave the hotel just before 6.30 am for a 2 hour drive to O’Kach School 
where we were to participate in the official opening ceremony of the new school 
building Samaritan’s Purse had built thanks to the generosity of an Australian couple.  
The old school building consisted of two side walls and a roof, while the back wall 
was kind of open with two sections of wood being used as chalkboards.  Two classes 
met in this building, while the remaining classes met under the trees opposite this 
structure, with a whiteboard strung up between two trees. 
 
The official ceremony lasted quite a while with a number of speakers, including Ani 
who spoke on behalf of Samaritan’s Purse Australia and the donors who were unable 
to be with us.  The school children made up one half of the ‘audience’, while parents 
and community members made up the other part.  Five beautiful young girls danced 
a traditional Khmer dance for us, many speeches were made, four students received 
new uniforms and backpacks (the other students will receive theirs later), the red 
ribbon was officially cut by everyone who participated in the speeches, and a couple 
of trees were planted.  All of this in 37 degree heat! 
 

 

 

  



 
 
After being out in the heat so long, we enjoyed a packed lunch of fried rice while we 
drove along in the air conditioned bus and listened to Barry Jesshope fill us in on the 
Safe Migration and Anti-Trafficking Program.  Visits to a mushroom farm project, a 
savings bank project and the Migrant Awareness Centre were to fill our afternoon.  
Barry is originally from Kingaroy, QLD but he and his wife and four sons now live in 
Poipet, while Barry runs the Safe Migration and Ani-Trafficking program. 
 
The Safe Migration and Anti-Trafficking program aims to help people learn new skills, 
or improve on current skills, to earn extra income so that they do not have to migrate 
to Thailand to find work and risk being trafficked.  We visited one grandmother who 
cares for her grandchildren while her own children work in other parts of the country 
to earn a living.  She has begun growing mushrooms to supplement her income and 
is doing quite well.   
 

 
 
We also visited the home of the village chief where we met a group of ladies who 
have been trained as volunteers to run the Savings Bank in their village and train 
other women in how to save.  Each person who is part of the Savings Bank 
contributes a minimum of 500 Riel ($1.25 US) per month.  The money is then used in 
various ways to assist those in the village.  Money can be borrowed at a very low rate 
(around 2% per month) to assist with buying extra land, extra chickens, etc to help 
improve a family’s income earning potential, or it can be borrowed to assist in an 
emergency such as medical attention without any interest being incurred on 
repayments.  This particular Savings Bank has been operating for around 18 months 
and they already have a net worth of $450 US, although they only have $60 US in 
the bank at present with the remaining $390 having been loaned out. 
 

 
 



Our last visit for the day was to the Migration Awareness Centre.  Last year, Thailand 
decided that all Cambodian workers in Thailand without a valid work permit would be 
deported back to Cambodia.  This saw over 270,000 Cambodians cross the Thai-
Cambodian border at Poipet and an emergency situation was immediately created 
when the Cambodian government was unable to cope with the number of displaced 
people.  Samaritan’s Purse stepped in and provided emergency aid and assistance.  
After this, the local authorities asked Samaritan’s Purse if they would be able to help 
on an ongoing basis.  When asked what they would like Samaritan’s Purse to do, the 
local authorities responded that they would provide the buses to transport the illegal 
workers from the Thai detention centres to Poipet if Samaritan’s Purse could do 
everything else.  The Migration Awareness Centre was formed, although the facilities 
are far from perfect, with the centre located in a ‘market’ consisting of a fenced and 
gated area where the people being brought in for processing are subject to the 
scrutiny of not just the local authorities and Samaritan’s Purse staff and volunteers, 
but also the locals who surround the area when a bus comes in.  Barry advised us 
that they are hoping to build their own facility soon, although this will still be far from 
perfect as it will simply be rectangular shed 20 feet wide by 100 feet long.  
 

 
 
Samaritan’s Purse provides each person with something to eat and something to 
drink.  They also provide them with the means to return home, regardless of where in 
Cambodia that home is.  Some of these displaced people live as far away as Phnom 
Penh, which is just over a five hour drive by car. 
 
A long day was finished off with dinner at Chillax with Barry and his family, before 
heading back to the hotel to rest, relax and sleep.  Tomorrow is Sunday and we will 
start a bit later.  Since we don’t have to leave the hotel until 11.00 am, it means a 
sleep in, a leisurely breakfast and an opportunity to worship together.  Sunday will 
also include two Operation Christmas Child shoebox distributions, which many of our 
team members are really looking forward to. 
 
Blessings 
 

Margaret 
 


